Connecting with your calling

· Today I want to share about the importance of connecting with and pursuing God’s calling and plan for our life during our time here on earth
· True purpose in life as a Christian can only really be experienced when we love Jesus with all of our heart and invest our lives in pursuing God’s plan for our life during our time here on earth by fully utilising our gifts and talents for the Kingdom Cause 
· Jesus made this clear in the Parable of the Talents. We see this in Matthew 25:14-23 where Jesus said,
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man travelling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 

Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his Lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.

So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ “His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.” (Matthew 25:14-21)

“He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ “His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.” (Matthew 25:20-23)
· For this reason it is important as believers that we continually live for the Kingdom Cause, especially given the times that we are now living in when we can see the imminent rapture of all true believers
· As Christians we have been saved for a purpose. God has a unique plan for every believer’s life
· God has also given us the ministry of reconciliation where we are to also help others to come to faith in Christ through our life and witness

The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”   (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
· We have one life to store up treasures in heaven
· One gift of life here on earth to make an eternal difference in the lives of many others. Our family is a very important mission’s field. For this reason the way that we live our Christian life at home is very important
· We have one gift of life to leave a legacy that will cause many one day to be with us in heaven

This is why Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

This is why the Apostle Paul also wrote,
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)
In the book of Hebrews we read, “For God is not unjust to forget you work and labour of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” (Hebrews 6:10-12)

· For this reason it is so important that we connect with our calling as believers
· God has a unique unfolding plan for every believer's life
· It is in following His plan for our life that we experience great purpose and meaning in life


The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

· For this reason it is so important that we allow the Lord to lead at ALL times
· I WILL NOW JUST BRIEFLY SHARE ABOUT MY OWN FAITH JOURNEY WITH THE LORD
· I was saved in August 1991 after 3 years of great depression
· Immediately upon coming to Christ I no longer had the desire to work as an accountant after years of being ambitious in this field. God now had a new direction for my life
· In February 1992 I took a redundancy package from Melbourne Water at a time of record unemployment after working there for 10 years
· I then found a commission only door to door sales job earning only around $100 a week 
· But through this job I found a better company to work for with my pay going up from $100 a week to sometimes $1,500 a week still doing commissions only door to door sales work
· With commission only jobs God was beginning to teach me to learn to trust in Him for my finances by not having a salaried job
· During this time I was able to share my faith with many people as God was preparing me for the next season of my life
· In the door to door sales jobs I learned much about the importance of perseverance and about people 

· God then called me to go to bible college for 2 years from 1996 to 1997
· Following this time I had a real financial wilderness season for 3 years as God did a big work in my life. It seemed at times like there was no light at the end of the tunnel

· During this time I had no car and was literally walking by faith

· One day I had just about had enough and was tempted to buy a newspaper to find vacancies for a sales job with a company car but on the way to buying the newspaper my heart sank

· I felt the Lord said to me, “Is this really what you want to do with your life?” I said no. My heart’s desire was to always do what God wanted me to do in life

· God wanted me to learn to walk by faith and to trust Him and not to be moved away from my calling through temporary trials and challenges
· In 1999 I started a fortnightly outreach at Flinders Street Station with 3 others as I continued to do door to door sales work. This was the beginning of the ministry in Melbourne
· In 2002 we commenced a weekly bible study for some of the homeless in Melbourne in the Swanston St McDonalds. By this time David Palmer and my now wife Marian had joined our ministry team
· We then started in August 2002 a Saturday night Outreach in the Salvation Army Citadel which quickly grew to around 100

· When we could no longer use these premises, to keep the church group together we did a BBQ outreach church on the banks of the Yarra river for just 8-10 people who had remained with us
· With no suitable or affordable places in the Melbourne CBD at this time we chose to do these BBQ outreaches every Saturday for around a whole year to keep this core group together
· During this time I learned the importance of persevering in what God has called us to do in life
· Then all of a sudden God blessed us with a 240 square metres premises in the heart of Melbourne at a very cheap price in relation to what others were asking for rent. The rent in the Melbourne CBD for this size place at that time was typically around $80,000 - $100,000 a year
· This is where the Melbourne church was really birthed
· The church again quickly grew back to around 100 from the marginalized community as we ministered in our new Hosier Lane premises
· At this time I also met Pastor Lucky from CLA at a pastors conference beginning a long time association with their church and ours 
· We eventually had meetings every day of the week in our Hosier Lane church
· At this time we as a church also joined the Assemblies of God (Now known as the Australian Christian Churches)

· Every month we had to believe by faith for $3,000 to pay the rent as we ministered to the homeless community. God was always faithful
· In 2006 God called my wife and I to Kings Cross. With no money and no jobs we moved up to Sydney by faith. God again faithfully met our every need in life
· For around 3 years we held an outreach meeting in Kings Cross for around 70 people where we fed those coming with a healthy meal as part of our worship meeting 
· In 2007 we started our overseas missions work. I have now been on 24 missions trips and have lived in India in total for around 1 year

· The first missions trip taught us to live by faith at a greater level needing $15,000 for the expenses for this trip

· With no money coming in initially, I heard a message from Jessie Duplantis at Hillsong as we neared the date of the missions’ trip. 
· One Scripture that he shared touched my heart greatly and has very much influenced my walk with the Lord ever since
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:8)

· FAITH WAS INGNITED IN MY HEART. To me serving God in missions was a “good work”
· Over the last 13 years we have seen around $250,000 coming in to pay for the many expenses associated with our overseas missions’ trips as we have fully funded all of the Pastors workshops and outreach meetings in India and Africa and Pakistan by faith.
· Where God guides He provides

· We now minister in Blacktown to the marginalized and throughout the streets of Sydney and are about to commence outreaches in the rural areas of NSW in 2021 as well
· Each month we have seen God faithfully meeting our rent of almost $2,000 per month plus many others expenses even though we have been ministering to the marginalized community
· All I can say after walking with the Lord for 29 years is that God is absolutely faithful

· That truly we can trust God at His word
Jesus Himself said, “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 

· TODAY I CAN ONLY BUT ENCOURAGE ALL BELIEVERS TO CONNECT WITH THEIR GOD GIVEN CALLING IN LIFE
· We are the greatest blessing to others and the most fulfilled in our Christian walk when we connect with our calling
Jesus Himself said, 
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

· For this reason the Apostle Paul encouraged all believers to serve God with their spiritual gifts
The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. “For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:3-8)
· Given the times that we are now living in when so many people are searching for genuine hope and at a time when we can see the imminent rapture of all true believers, what a time now for us to fully embrace God's calling on our lives as believers
· God has so much planned for every believer's life

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,”    (Ephesians 3:20)
In the book of Jeremiah we read the word of the LORD to the prophet Jeremiah when he was languishing in prison, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
So today I just want to quickly share some keys that can help us to all fully connect with our God given calling in life
1) We must fully commit our plans to the Lord
· Not my will, but Thy will be done in my life
· All God looks for is our availability and obedience and commitment to pursuing His plan for our life
In the book of Proverbs we read, 
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.” (Proverbs 16:3)
2) We need to be prepared to die to our own agenda and to sacrificially live for the Lord
· We need to choose to daily renounce self centred ambition and to live for the Lord if we are to truly make a difference in this world 
· If we do not purposely make this choice every day, we will invariably drift away from God's calling upon our life as we live in a world that is all about promoting one's own self interests
Jesus Himself said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.” (Luke 9:23-24)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)

· The Apostle Paul achieved much during his time here on earth 
· The Apostle Paul wrote around 28 percent of the New Testament, went on three extended missionary trips and planted many churches
· The Apostle Paul even did tent making work at times to help meet his needs and the needs of others
· Because of his great love for Jesus the Apostle Paul also had a great desire to see all people being saved becoming all things to all men that he might by all means save some
(See 1 Corinthians 9:19-23)

· The Apostle Paul achieved much for God’s Kingdom because his life was fully devoted to living for and serving the Lord

The Apostle Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
· At a time now when Jesus prophesied that “...because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold” (Matthew 24:12) it is crucial that we choose daily to live a crucified life if we are to fully connect with our God given calling in life
3) We must not allow our past disappointments and failures to define our future 
· We have all had setbacks and disappointments in life
· We must refuse to live with regrets in life. If we do it will sabotage our future and prevent us from fully pursuing the call of God upon our lives

· We must continually choose to let the past go and even our past successes so that we can fully embrace the future that God had planned for our life and His calling upon our life
· Focusing on our past failures and disappointments will only discourage us and stop us from embracing the new things that God has planned for our life in this season
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12-14)

4) We need to learn to trust God at all times and in all circumstances and just do what Jesus tells us to do
· We can depend upon God's faithfulness at all times

· God’s plan for our life will always involve taking steps of faith where we have to step out of our comfort zone and trust God to help us

· Sometimes the greatest challenges in life occur on the point of a breakthrough in our life 
· We must simply choose to stick to our calling at all times and to continually allow the Lord to lead at ALL times
· We will also need to have courage to continually remain connected to God's calling upon our life but we can depend upon God's faithfulness at all times

In the book of Psalms we read, 
“God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.” (Psalm 46:1-2)

King David wrote, “Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:3-5)
5) We need to be continually guided and directed by the Holy Spirit at ALL times
· This will help to ensure that we have the right balance in our life so that we fulfil God's calling upon our life
· As Christians we are in a marathon and not a sprint
· As we are faithful in the little things God will entrust to us greater responsibilities
· We must never despise the day of small beginnings
· God' plan for our life continually unfolds over time
King David wrote,

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the LORD upholds him with His hand.” (Psalm 37:23-24)
· For this reason it is crucial that we are continually guided and directed by the Holy Spirit in all that we do in life and ministry
· God's ways are higher than our ways and so often different to our ways
· Being continually guided by the Holy Spirit helps us to make right choices in life. This is a great key to keeping our life uncomplicated and to remaining in the will of God for our life
This is why Jesus Himself said, 
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26)

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
6) Having a clear God given vision for our life 
· It is so important that we have a clear understanding of God's will for our life in each season of our life

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, 
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
· Without a clear God given vision for our life we are more likely to make wrong choices in our life that take us away from God's calling for our life
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)
· Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to be focused and fruitful in our Christian walk and to remain in God’s calling for our life
Jesus Himself said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16)
· This is why it is so important that we journal and write down those things that God puts on our heart do in life and ministry
· If we do not immediately journal those things that God puts on our heart to do we can easily in the midst of our busy lives forget what God has spoken to us and fail to connect with God’s calling for our life
· Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to stay focused on our calling during those times when we are experiencing great trials and challenges in our life
In the book of Habakkuk we read what the LORD said to the prophet Habakkuk when he had become discouraged looking at the state of the world around him,

“Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.” (Habakkuk 2:2-3)

· The bible makes it clear that we will ALL experience trials and tribulation when we endeavour to live wholeheartedly for the Lord
· The devil will continually try and thwart God’s plans for our lives if he can
· In particular the devil will continually try and bring discouragement upon believers by getting them to focus on the problems in their life and on the challenges that they are going through in life 
In the book of Acts we read,

“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:22b)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)

The Apostle Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· Having a clear God given vision for our life is therefore crucial to staying connected to our God given calling in life, especially during those times when we are going through great trials and challenges in life
7) We need to continually surround ourselves with the right people in life 
· It is so important that we always have people of godly vision in our inner circle of friends who will encourage us to live wholeheartedly for the Lord
· Our significant friends will greatly influence the outcome of our life here on earth. We need to have people in our life that will encourage us to connect with our God given calling in life and not to pursue the temporary things of this world

· We only have one gift of life here on earth to store up treasures in heaven

· The bible says much about the importance of having the right people in our life


In the book of Proverbs we read, “The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26)

“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.” (Proverbs 13:20)

· Having the right people in our life, people with Godly wisdom, people who pursue the things of the Kingdom in our inner circle of friends, is therefore a great key to fulfilling God’s call upon our lives, AND
8) The importance of drawing aside to spend quality time with the Lord so that He can birth His plans in our heart

· God has so much planned for every believer’s life
· However it is so easy to get too busy in life and even in ministry that we never draw aside to spend quality time in God’s presence to hear from heaven

In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“For who has stood in the counsel of the Lord,
And has perceived and heard His word?

Who has marked His word and heard it? (Jeremiah 23:18)
· As believers we have so much potential to make such a great difference in our world for eternity

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,”    (Ephesians 3:20) 

Again the LORD said to Jeremiah when he was in prison, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
· It is in that secret place with God that He will birth things in our heart to do for His glory
King David wrote, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)
· To fully connect with our calling it is crucial that we seek God’s face regularly to hear from heaven so that we can become all that God has planned for our life

The Angel Gabriel said to Mary, the mother of Jesus, “For with God nothing will be impossible.” (Luke 1:37)

· The God who created the universe can do great and mighty things through those who are simply available to be used by Him

· The enemy will always try and keep us too busy in life if he can to stop us from hearing from heaven, so as to prevent us from fully connecting with God’s plan for our life
· When we spend quality time in God’s presence we will also have His compassion for the lost and the right motivation for ministry

· As I was thinking about today’s message I really sensed the Lord putting on my heart to encourage us all to seek God for His plan for our lives in this season, which is a season for harvesting lost souls

· So a great key to FULLY connecting with our God given calling in life is to have ongoing INTIMACY in our walk with the Lord

· So in conclusion may I encourage you to fully connect with your God given calling in life in the days to come! 
· You will never come second putting God first
· Other people’s eternal destinies are also connected to us being faithful in connecting with our God given calling in life

· Just believe that your life can make a great eternal difference in the lives of many in the days to come as you fully embrace God's calling for your life
· When we look at Christ’s sacrifice for our sins on the cross at Calvary, it is worth giving our best for Him during our time here on earth


I will finish with the words of Jesus, 
“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:27)
